
Elva Nielsen
February 8, 1925 - August 20, 2013

Elva B. Nielsen was born February 8, 1925 in Mt. Vernon SD to Joseph and
Julia Runestad. She attended grade school near Highmore, SD and later
attended high school at Augustana Academy in Canton, SD where she
graduated in 1943. It was at the Academy she met Adolph T. Nielsen, her
husband of fifty years. They were married October 22, 1943 in Beloit,
Wisconsin. Adolph enlisted in the US Army-Air Force in 1944. Elva
subsequently lived with family members while caring for their new baby
Marilyn, who was born in September of 1944. After Adolph's discharge, they
lived in Albert Lea MN until 1947, when they moved to Waterloo IA where
Adolph worked as a pattern maker until his retirement in 1981. While living in
Waterloo and Cedar Falls the family grew to include Lynn born in 1947; Marlys
in 1949; Maren in 1951; Jerel in 1953; and Curtis in 1962. All six children were
confirmed at Nazareth Lutheran Church where both Adolph and Elva actively
participated. 

 In 1954 the Nielsen family moved from Waterloo to Cedar Falls where all six
children were enrolled at Malcolm Price Laboratory School. Elva and Adolph
attended events at MPLS for over 40 years as their youngest son Curtis was
just completing high school when their first granddaughter Annelie (Nielsen)
Heinen began her schooling. In addition to caring for her family, Elva provided
child care for a number of other families, sold Avon products for many years,
cooked for the Thursday Fellowship at Nazareth Church and served as an
election board official. She also enjoyed craft work, sewing, cooking, baking,



wood working, refinishing antique furniture and traveling to visit friends and
relatives. 

 In May of 2000, while visiting her daughter Marlys Austin and family in
Virginia, Elva had a stroke that left her without speech or the use of her right
side. She subsequently moved to the Lutheran Home of Cedar Falls where
she continued learning to live with the limitations of the stroke. In time she
taught herself how to use a sewing machine and for over six years she spent
countless hours working in the sewing room the Lutheran Home staff
graciously provided her. Among her many projects, she made quilted lap
blankets, pillows, wall hangings and placemats. 

 Elva passed away on August 20, 2013 at the age of 88. She was preceded in
death by her husband Adolph (1993), her parents, three brothers, and five
sisters. Elva is survived by her six children, Marilyn Voorhis and her husband
Dave of Longmont CO; Lynn Nielsen and his wife Mary of Cedar Falls IA;
Marlys Austin and her husband Sim of Avon CT; Maren Nielsen of Wichita KS;
Jerel Nielsen and his wife Yvonne of Windsor CO; Curtis Nielsen and his wife
Janet of Cedar Falls IA; 10 grandchildren; and 16 great-grandchildren. 

 Among her many personal characteristics, Elva will be remembered for her
persistence, determination and hard work. While she spent the first portion of
her adult life teaching her children how to live, she spent the last years of her
life teaching them how to live well in the face of adversity—truly a living
legacy. Proverbs 31: 27-28 provides a fitting summary of Elva's life: "She
watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of
idleness. Her children arise and call her blessed." 

 Services will be held 11:00 a.m. Saturday at Nazareth Lutheran Church
Chapel in Cedar Falls with private family interment in Greenwood Cemetery
prior to the service. Visitation from 4 to 6 p.m. Friday at NewAldaya
Lifescapes. 

 Memorials may be directed to NewAldaya Lifescapes.
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Becky Knudsen Undem - October 15, 2013 at 03:34 PM

Richest blessings to all of the family and friends of Elva. She was a
wonderful aunt to so many of us and we will always remember her
fondly. What a great example of Christian womanhood she was. I
think there is a great reunion taking place in heaven with Elva right
in the center. Wish I could be there to help celebrate her life and
legacy. 

 Becky

Hou Chun Kuong - October 15, 2013 at 03:34 PM

Elva Nielsen

Ron & Sharon Lance - October 15, 2013 at 03:34 PM

I have many good memories of working with Elva at Nazareth. She
was a neat lady and you were lucky to have her for a mother. God's
Blessings to you. Sharon & Ron Lance

Peggy Nelson Leeds Hoover - October 15, 2013 at 03:34 PM

So very sad when I heard. Our family shares in your sorrow, your
mom was part of our lives for over 50 year. She was an inspiration
to all of us, a best friend to our parents & we will miss her so much.
Praying for you & confident in your strength & courage which she
passed along to you. With love, Peggy, Sue, Barb & Julie
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Clark Kilgard - October 15, 2013 at 03:34 PM

Dear Lynn and family, 
 Very saddened to hear of your loss. You will be in thoughts and

prayers these days. 
 In Sympathy 

 Clark Kilgard

Judy Larsen Sebbert - October 15, 2013 at 03:34 PM

My childhood memories include many happy times with the Nielsen
family. I especially remember shared Sunday dinners after church
and Elva would bring her wonderful pies. We were happy, giggly
kids on those Sundays together, delegated to the kitchen for clean-
up while the parents visited in the living room. 
 
Elva was a "homemaker extraordinaire", a marvelous cook, an
accomplished seamstress, creative decorator and always an
inspiration for everyone! Elva could do anything and do it well! She
was a true friend and always there to help when needed, and that
she did for our family! 

  
We are sorry for your loss, but what a legacy she left for you six
fortunate kids! We were all blessed by her life! 

 Judy & Gary
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sondra carver - October 15, 2013 at 03:34 PM

Elva Nielsen was a courageous woman. She didn't waste time
complaining about have a stroke. Her outstanding family recognized
her strength with respectful love. 

 Living next door, we observed her work and appreciated her
friendship. It would be easy to say they don't make women like Elva
any more. She was a role model for many and a good friend of my
mother's. Sondy Carver


