Gene F Walmsley

January 5, 1934 - July 19, 2025

Gene Francis Walmsley, 91, died on Saturday, July 19, 2025, at UnityPoint
Allen Memorial Hospital in Waterloo.

He was born on January 5, 1934, in Sioux City, lowa, the son of James and
Ruby (Francis) Walmsley. He graduated from Teachers College High School
in 1952 before enlisting in the U.S. Navy Reserves. On December 12, 1952,
he was united in marriage to Barbara “Bobbie” Shelton at the Little Brown
Church in Nashua. Gene was a fireman for the City of Cedar Falls Fire
Department for 33 years until his retirement in 1989.

Gene is best remembered by those who treasured him for passionately loving
Jesus, his family, and all creatures great and small.

He was a gifted artist in his early years and loved to “doodle”. His paintings of
Christ are his finest work, depict his attention to detail and gave our home a
constant reminder that “Christ was the head of this house.”

Our home was filled with his comforting melodies whether he was whistling,
singing or humming a tune, it brought pure joy to any ears it fell on.

Gene was a firefighter for 32 years retiring in 1989. He also worked at his
parent’s Coast to Coast store off and on until it was eventually sold. He



worked for the Tree Department and owned and operated “The Little Store”
which was attached to our family home and impacted the “sweet tooth” each
of us has to this day.

He was appropriately referred to as “Mr. Fixit” and “Jack of all the Trades” as
he never had a broken gadget he wasn'’t willing to tackle. His passion over the
years included Honda Gold Wing motorcycles, he had quite the collection for
a season and he and mother were blessed to take many wonderful road trips
across the country together making lasting memories.

He was a talented woodworker and created many pieces that still adorn
homes to this day.

His witty and sometimes “off color” sense of humor was sure to leave us in
tears on many occasions. He loved laughter and had a gift of creating it
whenever he was present. He was a humble man but would pride himself on
dressing for under a dollar a day in his classic staple chambray and denim
from his “distributor” aka garage sales. He excelled at listening, making time
for others and embracing them with his signature back patting hug that left
you assured of his empathy and love. As a family we feel blessed beyond
measure that God gifted us with this incredible husband, father, and
grandfather. His impact of love ripples into eternity

Gene is survived by his wife Bobbie of Cedar Falls; children, Vonnie (Jerry)
Nielsen of Cedar Falls, Doug (Rosemary) Walmsley of Cedar Falls, Debbie
(Mark) Miller of Bozman, MT, and Susan (Gregg) Shephard of Cedar Falls; 13
grandchildren, and 28 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his
parents; brother, Jim Walmsley; and sister, Marilyn Bitcon.

Memorial services will be 11:00 Saturday, July 26, 2025, at Richardson
Funeral Service in Cedar Falls. Visitation will be 5:00-7:00 p.m. Friday, July
25th at the funeral home.



Memorials may be directed to Cedar Heights Baptist Church.



Cemetery Details

Greenwood Cemetery

the end of College St, north of First Street
Cedar Falls, 1A 50613
(319) 273-8628

Previous Events
Visitation

JUL 25. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Richardson Funeral Service

615 Main Street

Cedar Falls, 1A 50613

(319) 266-3525
richardsonfuneralservice@gmail.com
http://richardson.funeralplan2.com

Memorial Service

JUL 26. 11:00 AM (CT)

Richardson Funeral Service

615 Main Street

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

(319) 266-3525
richardsonfuneralservice@gmail.com
http://richardson.funeralplan2.com
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Tribute Wall

Beau and Marissa Frye purchased the Full Of Lo
ve Bouquet for the family of Gene F Walmsley.

Beau and Marissa Frye - July 24, 2025 at 10:15 PM

Robin purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for
the family of Gene F Walmsley.

Robin - July 24, 2025 at 07:06 PM

Bobbie and Family, so very sorry for your loss. Keeping you in my
thoughts and prayers. Wanda Petersen Burkholder (Swiss Colony
friend)

Wanda Petersen Burkholder - July 24, 2025 at 12:30 AM

| want to express my sympathies at the passing of Gene. | had the
pleasure of working with him at the Cedar Falls Fire Department. Even
though not on the same shift he was a delightful person to be around.
He gave me his brass hose coupling wrench since | was a rookie,
around his retirement. | was very proud of it for my 29 years on the job.
Please know I will keep your family and Gene in my thoughts and
prayers. Respectfully Paul Schaefer.

Paul Schaefer - July 26, 2025 at 04:09 PM
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I am sorry to hear about Gene’s passing. Even though the two of
you graduated 4 years ahead of me | remember him always being
so cheerful. May the Lord give you each His peace and comfort in
the coming days.

Alice Bunnell Janssen - July 23, 2025 at 11:48 PM

When | was a child, my parents would get together with Gene &
Bobbie to play cards, frequently. | would draw a picture & take it to
Gene to critique it, lol. Being the artist that he was. He would always
stop, & take time to give me pointers on how to do this, or change
that. He made time for this little kid, & I will never forget that. He
was a kind, wonderful man.

Deb Pierce - July 23, 2025 at 11:54 AM

So sweet... thank you for sharing this Debbie’

Vonnie Nielsen - July 29, 2025 at 01:54 PM

Vonnie, Jerry and family: I
So very sorry for your loss. May memories

bring you comfort and may God grant you
peace in the coming days. With deepest u
sympathies, Kerri Gabbard Wilson

Kerri Wilson - July 23, 2025 at 10:43 AM



Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Gene F Walmsley.

July 22, 2025 at 02:47 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Gene F Walmsley.

July 22, 2025 at 02:05 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Gene F Walmsley.

July 22, 2025 at 02:05 PM
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