Janice L. McNelly

January 13, 1941 - May 8, 2020

Janice (Jan) L. McNelly was born on January 13, 1941. She died of he Covid-
19 virus on May 8th, 2020 after an eight-year battle with Alzheimer’s disease.
She was 79 years old. Jan was born in Ackley lowa and as a very young girl
her family moved to Cedar Falls lowa. She graduated from High School in
1958. She was married to Chester McNelly on August 7th, 1965 while
attending the University of Northern lowa where she earned her teaching
degree. In the spring of 1968 the young family moved to Manley lowa where
Jan was a homemaker and worked part time at the local grocery store. In the
summer of 1970 the family moved North to Grand Marais Minnesota where
Jan began her teaching career working as a high school English teacher and
a special education teacher. While living in Grand Marais, Jan attended
summer school earning her Masters Degree. In the summer of 1978 Jan and
her family moved to Fairbanks Alaska where she continued teaching English
at West Valley High School. She later became the Vice Principal of the North
Pole Middle School and also worked as the Fairbanks North Star Borough
School District Director of Curriculum. Jan retired from her career in education
in 1998 and after 20 years in Alaska, she and Chet moved back to lowa
settling in Webster City. Jan and Chet separated in 2003 and Jan returned to
Cedar Falls. In 2012 Jan was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease.

Jan was an avid reader and could always be found with a stack of books she
was reading. She and Chet raised two sons and Jan was a dedicated and



doting grandmother. She was active in several service clubs and served as
the lowa President of the League of Women Voters during her retirement
years.

Jan was well known for her warm smile and infectious laugh. Jan cherished
her many good friends from her life in lowa, Minnesota and Alaska and held
those memories close. She touched the lives of thousands of students
throughout the course of her three decades in education.

Jan is preceded in death by her parents Vernon and Greta Nelson and her ex-
husband, Chet McNelly. She is survived by her two brothers Joe and Dick
Nelson, her sons, Trenton and Daniel McNelly, her grandchildren Caitlin,
Samantha and Darren McNelly and by two Great Grandchildren Silas and
Vivian McNelly.



Cemetery Details

Fairview Cemetery

12th and Division Streets
Cedar Falls, 1A 50613
(319) 273-8628

Previous Events

Gathering of Family and Friends

JUL 16. 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM (CT)

Richardson Funeral Service

615 Main Street

Cedar Falls, 1A 50613

(319) 266-3525
richardsonfuneralservice@gmail.com
http://richardson.funeralplan2.com

Memorial Service

JUL 16. 1:30 PM (CT)

Richardson Funeral Service

615 Main Street

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

(319) 266-3525
richardsonfuneralservice@gmail.com
http://richardson.funeralplan2.com
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Tribute Wall

My life has been so richly connected to the Nelson family and there
are so many wonderful memories. | have not been in lowa for quite
awhile and did not know about Jan's condition. | will hold all of you
in my thoughts and prayers. Jan may be in a better place but she
will be missed.

Kay Voorhees Balke - May 12, 2020 at 03:38 PM



