
Jennifer Nelson
April 20, 1973 - June 21, 2023

***To watch the recorded service, click here: https://www.dropbox.com/s/ny0s
1ssqyiidimq/Jenny%20Nelson%20Service.mp4?dl=0 

 

Jennifer Jo Nelson, age 50, of Cedar Falls Iowa entered into eternal life with
Jesus Christ on June 21, 2023, after a fearless (2 Timothy 1:7) battle against
aggressive signet cell colon cancer. 

Jenny was born on April 20, 1973, to Keith and Louise Sandvold in Cedar
Falls, Iowa. Jenny graduated from Cedar Falls High School in 1991. She was
a part of the Cedar Falls girls basketball state championship team. Jenny went
on to play basketball at Kirkwood Community College for two years, and then
the University of Oregon for one year. Jenny then finished her college degree
at St. Ambrose University, graduating in 1995. 

Jenny then took a position as a graduate assistant coach with the University
of Northern Women’s basketball team for two years. Jenny then continued on
to work as an adjunct professor at the University of Northern Iowa, the
assistant director of children’s ministry at Nazareth Lutheran Church, the
director of discipleship at Nazareth Lutheran church, the manager of Hurts
Donuts, and most recently the executive director of Love INC. 

In 1993, Jenny met her husband Brad Nelson at the University of Oregon.



Brad infamously followed Jenny back to Iowa in 1994, where they were then
married on August 10th, 1996, at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls.
Brad and Jenny had their daughter Bailey in 1997, twin sons Jacob and
Brandon in 1999, and son Jordan in 2004. The pride and joy of Jenny’s life
were her four kids. Jenny was the most selfless, fun-loving, and Christ serving
parent to her beloved children. 

Jenny was beloved throughout the Cedar Valley community for her
involvement in many areas. Jenny served for years in children’s ministry,
including her cherished times of helping to put on vacation bible school. Jenny
was a beloved supporter of the UNI women’s basketball program for which her
husband Brad has been an assistant coach the past 23 years. Jenny put on a
team pre-game bible study for many years, traveled to countless away games
and conference tournaments, and could be heard yelling at the refs during
every game that she attended; even as she battled the cancer. Jenny’s most
recent role at Love INC allowed her to work with Cedar Valley churches to
meet the needs of people in the Cedar Valley. Throughout Jenny’s entire
cancer journey, she did not stop working at Love INC to serve others in the
community; her servant hearted nature shone through always even when she
was physically battling for her life. 

Jenny was predeceased by her mother, Louise Sandvold, her grandparents,
Dave and Noreen Sandvold and Robert and Dorothy Lewis, and her brother-
in-law, Kirk Nelson. She is survived by her husband Brad Nelson, children
Bailey (Nick) Stewart, Jacob (Adelyn) Nelson, Brandon Nelson, and Jordan
Nelson, her grandson, Carson Stewart, her father, Keith Sandvold, her father
and mother-in-law, Marv and Emilou Nelson, her sister, Jessie (Matt) Switzer,
her brother, Jeff (Amy) Sandvold, her brother-in-law Marv (Sandy) Nelson, and
her nieces and nephews, Houston, Andrew, Anna, Lauren, Cameron, Claire,
Cadia, Cohen, Tyler (Erika), Meghan, Cameron (Avery), Kira, and Drew. 



The most important part of Jenny’s life was her faith. She loved her Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ with all of her heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark
12:30). Jenny embodied the command of Christ to go and make disciples
(Matthew 28:19); countless lives were impacted by her servant hearted love
for Jesus as she boldly shared her faith with all that she encountered. Jenny
gave her heart to Jesus in college, declaring with her mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believing in her heart that God raised him from the dead (Romans 10:9),
and we know that she is now joyfully in the presence of Jesus for all of
eternity. We take heart knowing that Jenny heard and rejoiced in the words
“well done good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23) when she met Jesus
face to face. 

Memorial services will be 10:00 a.m. Thursday, July 6, 2023, at Prairie Lakes
Church in Cedar Falls. Visitation will be one hour prior to the service and will
continue after the service. 

 

Memorials may be directed to the family or to Love INC in Jenny's name.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 6. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Prairie Lakes Church
1907 Viking Road
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 266-2655
http://www.prairielakeschurch.org

Funeral Service

JUL 6. 10:00 AM (CT)

Prairie Lakes Church
1907 Viking Road
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 266-2655
http://www.prairielakeschurch.org

http://www.prairielakeschurch.org/
http://www.prairielakeschurch.org/
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Richardson Funeral Service - July 10, 2023 at 03:27 PM

Richardson Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Jennifer Nelson

July 05, 2023 at 12:41 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Jennifer Nelson.

John Deere Ottumwa Works - July 05, 2023 at 12:00 PM

John Deere Ottumwa Works purchased the Full
Of Love Bouquet for the family of Jennifer
Nelson.

https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 05, 2023 at 11:47 AM

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family
of Jennifer Nelson.

July 05, 2023 at 11:45 AM

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family
of Jennifer Nelson.

July 05, 2023 at 11:03 AM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jennifer Nelson.

July 04, 2023 at 02:54 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Jennifer Nelson.

https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 04, 2023 at 02:20 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Jennifer Nelson.

July 04, 2023 at 12:49 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Jennifer Nelson.

July 03, 2023 at 10:26 AM

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for
the family of Jennifer Nelson.

Dennis Smeltzer - July 01, 2023 at 10:53 AM

Very sorry for your loss, prays for your family

https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Mayo IBD group - June 30, 2023 at 01:33 PM

Mayo IBD group purchased the Peaceful White Li
lies Basket for the family of Jennifer Nelson.

June 30, 2023 at 11:50 AM

Fiery Lily and Rose was purchased for the family
of Jennifer Nelson.

June 28, 2023 at 07:42 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Jennifer Nelson.

June 27, 2023 at 11:59 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jennifer Nelson.

https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 27, 2023 at 11:15 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Jennifer Nelson.

June 27, 2023 at 11:15 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Jennifer Nelson.

Anne Hoekstra - June 26, 2023 at 10:41 AM

Jenny gave the sermon at First Congregational United Church of
Christ, Waterloo in March, speaking on behalf of LoveINC and
sharing her faith story. Her Christian witness was such an important
part of her life and motivation. We were blessed by her presence
with us. I know the Cedar Valley is better because of her witness
here. Our condolences to her family, friends, and faith community.

Jerod Gross - June 25, 2023 at 03:04 PM

Jenny was a super sweet, caring, fun and delightful person. She
was a dear friend to many. May she rest in peace and comfort.
Prayers to all of her family and friends.

https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 24, 2023 at 08:10 PM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of Jennifer Nelson.

sandy doyle - June 23, 2023 at 11:00 PM

I do not know all of your family nor Jennifer personally but do know
what a wonderful family you are and how you have been so
involved with Cedar Falls Athletics. I am so very sorry for your great
loss and can only wish you peace and love. Sandy Doyle

Love, Colleen Heimstead - June 23, 2023 at 04:15 PM

Love, Colleen Heimstead purchased the Arrive in
Style for the family of Jennifer Nelson.

Richardson Funeral Service - June 23, 2023 at 02:22 PM

1 file added to the album CC Podcast QR Code

https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Dick Nemmers - June 25, 2023 at 04:10 PM

I've had the humble pleasure of knowing Jenny , Brad and the
Sandvold family for many years. Truly she was an angel sent by God to
do his work here in this life and is now receiving her just reward. She
will be missed by many. My deepest condolences to her family as the
grieve her loss.

June 23, 2023 at 11:43 AM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Jennifer Nelson.

June 23, 2023 at 11:27 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Jennifer Nelson.

June 23, 2023 at 10:31 AM

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of
Jennifer Nelson.

https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.richardsonfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

