
Joe Nelson
April 4, 1932 - January 11, 2021

On Monday, January 11, 2021, Joe Lynn Nelson passed away from
complications due to COVID-19 at the age of 88. Joe was born on April 4,
1932, in the doctor’s office in Storm Lake, Iowa to Vernon (Red) and Greta
Nelson. His family resided in Marathon, Iowa, and eventually relocated to
Cedar Falls. Joe worked at his father’s funeral home in Cedar Falls before
starting college and received his bachelor’s degree from UNI. He joined the
Navy in 1952 as a Naval Cadet. He became a pilot and flew off of Naval
carrier ships. He retired in 1975 with the rank of Captain. 

In 1968, Joe moved his family to Vienna, Virginia to start a job in personnel
with the Federal Communications Commission in Washington D.C. In 1988,
he retired as the Assistant Bureau Chief of Field Operations and returned to
Cedar Falls a few years later. In his retirement, he enjoyed working at the
Beaver Hill’s Country Club and at his friend’s restaurant establishment, Toads.

During his time in Virginia, he became a lifelong Washington D.C. sports fan.
He was very involved in his church at Andrew Chapel United Methodist in
Vienna, VA and at United Methodist in Cedar Falls. He sang in the choir and
served as an usher for both congregations. He was also very active in the
American Legion Post 180 in Vienna. He served as Commander, 1st Vice
Commander, Chaplin, and Legion Baseball Commissioner. At the Cedar Falls
AMVETS Post #49, he served as the Finance Officer, Commander, and State



Chaplin. He was also in the Honor Guard for many years. 
 

He is preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Janice, and his former
wife, Marilyn. He is survived by his daughters, Kristi Schottler (James) and
Sara Johnson (William) both of Virginia; his six grandsons; three great
grandchildren; and his brother Richard (Merv). 

 

He will be buried with military honors at the Marine Corps Base Quantico
located in Virginia at a yet to be determined date. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests contributions to local churches or the
Salvation Army at Joe’s request.
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Tom Hagarty - January 21, 2021 at 05:18 PM

Ol' Joe was just a neat man. He welcomed me and others into the
AMVETS family when we joined and got us to get involved in the
organization. He defended veterans rights all the time, he would
share war stories with us and would listen to new ideas, tell us how
things were done in the past years and help us work hard for
veterans. 

 Joe would ride with me to the AMVETS and back to his home every
Saturday. 

 Thank you Joe for your service to our country in the US NAVY, your
service to your church and most of all your service to fellow
veterans. Rest in Peace Ol' Joe, you've earned your place in
heaven. 

  
Tom Hagarty


