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Leona Mabel Miller Prior passed away Tuesday, July 17, 2007 at 7:30 a.m. in
the Sartori Memorial Hospital. 

 Leona Mabel Miller Prior was born to Walter B. Miller and Lulu Myrtle Hazlett
Miller on October 5th 1915, in a country home in Osceola, Iowa. 

 She went to a country school for eight years and graduated from Osceola
High School with a Normal Training degree. She taught in a country school for
two years and then attended Iowa State Teachers College in Cedar Falls
where she won, in 1936, the title of Beauty Queen. She taught in the Primary
Department at Leon, Iowa. 

 Mabel met the love of her life, Homer F. Prior and they were married June 20,
1937 in Osceola, Iowa. They soon started their family of four daughters and a
son. 

 Mabel was Homer's secretary for his business, the Standard Vending
Company of Cedar Falls. She took over running the business during WWII for
about 18 months while Homer was in the Army. She was home every noon to
prepare a hot lunch for her children. 

 She and Homer later became the owners of the Prior Gift Shoppe on College
Hill. 

 Mabel had many achievements in her life. She was the president of the PTA
for both Lincoln and Campus Schools, and the Vice President of Cedar Falls
PTA Council. She served as President, and a member of Soroptimist Club,
Floral Design, Waterloo Gardens Floral Study and Circles of the First



Methodist Church. She was the Primary Dept Chairman for 15 years, and the
founding member of the Boardman Boosters. She was also a nationally
accredited flower show judge, and designer and landscape critic. Mabel was a
member of the Horticulture Dept of Iowa. She had been Board Chairman of
Woman's Club of Cedar Falls and held other offices including Find Arts
President. She is a lifetime member of the National Federated Gardens. 

 This past April, Mabel received the Cedar Valley Mayors Volunteer Award. 
 Mabel enjoyed sharing her talents through teaching, lectures of Horticulture,

floral design, and nature. 
 She loved music and played the piano. She enjoyed sewing, crocheting, and

embroidery. 
 Mabel had many friends and was close to her family. 

 She said, "I have felt the joys of achievement, the integrity of a profession. I
have put forth my greatest effort to achieve these goals; in business, for my
country and for my God." 

 Mabel was preceded in death by her parents; a daughter, Claudia; her
husband, Homer; her brother, Claude "Harold" Miller; and sister-in-law, Nina
Knoll Miller. 

 She is survived by three daughters and one son: Ruth (Ed) Swartz of San
Jose, California; Marna Lou (George) Xanos of Ogden, Utah; Barbara
(Steven) Kent of Fort Worth, Texas; James Walter (Joyce) Prior of Salt Lake
City, Utah; eight grandchildren, Rob Swartz, Steven (Myrna) Swartz, Scott
(Suzanne) Swartz, Nicole Paul) Schmutz, Leslie (Steven)Goodman, Kathleen
(KC) Kent, Derek Colville Prior and James Mackenzie Prior; 

 nine great-grandchildren, Alexa Nicole Goodman, Spencer Wayne Goodman,
Sydney Jean Goodman, Thomas Steven Goodman, Samantha Swartz, Tyler
Swartz, Annabella Ruth Swartz, Paige Florence Swartz and Scott Thomas
Schmutz. 

 

Mabel was a great woman and will be missed by her family and all those who
loved her.
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March 29, 2013 at 02:52 PM

Dear Ruth and family, Your Mom was one-of-a-kind! We will
remember her fondly. Our thoughts are with you. 

  
Bill & MarciapR

March 29, 2013 at 02:52 PM

Dear Ruth and family, Your Mom was one-of-a-kind! We will
remember her fondly. Our thoughts are with you. 

  
Bill & Marcia

March 29, 2013 at 02:52 PM

Mable was Wonder Woman! How did she do it ALL? For Mable's
Grands and Great-Grands, and beyond, her kids need to
collaborate on a how-to book that passes on her legacy for living the
richest of lives with grace and style, even through difficult times. I
have never known any woman so full of life and love. She was there
to hug us all at our 50th class reunion last year, still beautiful and
sparkling. It was a privilege to know her, and in our hearts she will
always be alive, encouraging us to give a little bit more of ourselves
and to do and be our best.
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March 29, 2013 at 02:52 PM

We do miss our mothers, no matter when they leave us. My
thoughts and prayers to you and your family. What a full life your
mother had, 

 Ruth.

March 29, 2013 at 02:52 PM

Mabel was one of the sweetest and most thoughtful people we have
ever known. She leaves a void. We still use the old ISTC (Iowa
State Teachers' College) "comfort" blanket she sent us and always
think of her when we do. She was so-o-o-o proud of you two. Our
thoughts and our love are especially with you now. 
Bob and Marlene

July 21, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Dear Ruth and family, you are in our thoughts and prayers at this
dificult time.

July 19, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Knew Mable thru the gift shop and especially thru the Cedar Falls
Women's Club. She was a delightful person.
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July 18, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Dear Ruth Ann and family, 
  

You are blessed to have had your Mother in your lives for all these
years. She was a lovely lady and I know you will miss her for the
rest of your life.

July 18, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Dear Ruth and family, 
 We are sorry for your loss, no matter the age it is always hard to

know your mother isn't there anymore. What great memories you all
have. 
Sandy Geddes

January 18, 2007 at 12:00 AM

HOMER AND MABEL'S KIDS, 
  

THE VIEW OUT YOUR KITCHEN WINDOW WAS ONE OF CEDAR
FALL'S LOVELIEST. MERNER AVENUE WAS THE SPOT. 

 ALL GOOD MEMORIES, RIGHT DOWN TO GRAMMA PRIOR.
AND THE STEPS INTO THE ATTIC. LET THEM PLAY OUT FOR
Y'ALL RIGHT NOW...


